“The fuss over Mr Lomborg highlights an attitude among some media-conscious
scientists that militates not just against good policy but against the truth. Stephen
Schneider, one of Scientific American's anti-Lomborgians, spoke we suspect not just for
himself when he told Discover in 1989: “[We] are not just scientists but human beings as
well. And like most people we'd like to see the world a better place...To do that we need
to get some broad-based support, to capture the public's imagination. That, of course,
entails getting loads of media coverage. So we have to offer up scary scenarios, make
simplified, dramatic statements, and make little mention of any doubts we might
have...Each of us has to decide what the right balance is between being effective and
being honest.” In other words, save science for other scientists, in peer-reviewed
journals and other sanctified places. In public, strike a balance between telling the truth
and telling necessary lies.

Science needs no defending from Mr Lomborg. It may very well need
defending from champions like Mr Schneider.”
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